Lesson 13

Israel Enters the
Promised Land
Numbers 27; Deuteronomy 5, 18, 31, 34; Joshua 1, 3, 4

Numbers 27
Then drew near the daughters of Zelophehad the son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir,
son of Manasseh, from the clans of Manasseh the son of Joseph. The names of his daughters
were: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2 And they stood before Moses and before
Eleazar the priest and before the chiefs and all the congregation, at the entrance of the tent
of meeting, saying, 3 “Our father died in the wilderness. He was not among the company of
those who gathered themselves together against the LORD in the company of Korah, but died
for his own sin. And he had no sons. 4 Why should the name of our father be taken away
from his clan because he had no son? Give to us a possession among our father's brothers.”
5

Moses brought their case before the LORD. 6 And the LORD said to Moses, 7 “The daughters of

Zelophehad are right. You shall give them possession of an inheritance among their father's
brothers and transfer the inheritance of their father to them. 8 And you shall speak to the
people of Israel, saying, ‘If a man dies and has no son, then you shall transfer his inheritance
to his daughter. 9 And if he has no daughter, then you shall give his inheritance to his
brothers. 10 And if he has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his father's
brothers. 11 And if his father has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to the

nearest kinsman of his clan, and he shall possess it. And it shall be for the people of Israel a
statute and rule, as the LORD commanded Moses.’”
12

The LORD said to Moses, “Go up into this mountain of Abarim and see the land that I have

given to the people of Israel. 13 When you have seen it, you also shall be gathered to your
people, as your brother Aaron was, 14 because you rebelled against my word in the wilderness
of Zin when the congregation quarreled, failing to uphold me as holy at the waters before their
eyes.” (These are the waters of Meribah of Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.) 15 Moses spoke to
the LORD, saying, 16 “Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a man over the
congregation 17 who shall go out before them and come in before them, who shall lead them
out and bring them in, that the congregation of the LORD may not be as sheep that have no
shepherd.” 18 So the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the
Spirit, and lay your hand on him. 19 Make him stand before Eleazar the priest and all the
congregation, and you shall commission him in their sight. 20 You shall invest him with some of
your authority, that all the congregation of the people of Israel may obey. 21 And he shall stand
before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for him by the judgment of the Urim before
the LORD. At his word they shall go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he and all
the people of Israel with him, the whole congregation.” 22 And Moses did as
the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua and made him stand before Eleazar the priest and
the whole congregation, 23 and he laid his hands on him and commissioned him as
the LORD directed through Moses.

Deuteronomy 5 – 2nd giving of the law
Deuteronomy 18
15

“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your

brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16 just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on
the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God

or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17 And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what
they have spoken. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their
brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I
command him. 19 And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I
myself will require it of him. 20 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name
that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that
same prophet shall die.’ 21 And if you say in your heart, ‘How may we know the word that
the LORD has not spoken?’— 22 when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word
does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the LORD has not spoken; the
prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him.
Acts 3
17

“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But

what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus
fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the
Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time
for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets
long ago. 22 Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your
brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every
soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’ 24 And all
the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also
proclaimed these days. 25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God
made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the families
of the earth be blessed.’ (cf. Acts 7:37)

Deuteronomy 31
So Moses continued to speak these words to all Israel. 2 And he said to them, “I am 120 years
old today. I am no longer able to go out and come in. The LORD has said to me, ‘You shall not
go over this Jordan.’ 3 The LORD your God himself will go over before you. He will destroy these
nations before you, so that you shall dispossess them, and Joshua will go over at your head, as
the LORD has spoken. 4 And the LORD will do to them as he did to Sihon and Og, the kings of the
Amorites, and to their land, when he destroyed them. 5 And the LORD will give them over to
you, and you shall do to them according to the whole commandment that I have commanded
you. 6 Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the LORD your
God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.” cf. Great Commission, Matthew 28 is very
similar: Make disciples! Baptizing…teaching…Lo, I am with you always even to the end of the age.
7

Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, “Be strong and

courageous, for you shall go with this people into the land that the LORD has sworn to their
fathers to give them, and you shall put them in possession of it. 8 It is the LORD who goes
before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be
dismayed.”

9

Then Moses wrote this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi, who carried the ark of

the covenant of the LORD, and to all the elders of Israel. 10 And Moses commanded them, “At
the end of every seven years, at the set time in the year of release, at the Feast of
Booths, 11 when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your God at the place that he will
choose, you shall read this law before all Israel in their hearing. 12 Assemble the people, men,
women, and little ones, and the sojourner within your towns, that they may hear and learn
to fear the LORD your God, and be careful to do all the words of this law, 13 and that their
children, who have not known it, may hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as
you live in the land that you are going over the Jordan to possess.”

14

And the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, the days approach when you must die. Call Joshua and

present yourselves in the tent of meeting, that I may commission him.” And Moses and Joshua
went and presented themselves in the tent of meeting. 15 And the LORD appeared in the tent in
a pillar of cloud. And the pillar of cloud stood over the entrance of the tent.
16

And the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, you are about to lie down with your fathers. Then this

people will rise and whore after the foreign gods among them in the land that they are
entering, and they will forsake me and break my covenant that I have made with them. 17 Then
my anger will be kindled against them in that day, and I will forsake them and hide my face
from them, and they will be devoured. And many evils and troubles will come upon them, so
that they will say in that day, ‘Have not these evils come upon us because our God is not
among us?’ 18 And I will surely hide my face in that day because of all the evil that they have
done, because they have turned to other gods.

The Song of Moses
30

Then Moses spoke the words of this song until they were finished, in the ears of all the

assembly of Israel: -- Chapter 32

Deuteronomy 34
Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is
opposite Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, 2 all Naphtali,
the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the western sea, 3 the
Negeb, and the Plain, that is, the Valley of Jericho the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. 4 And
the LORD said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I
will give it to your offspring.’ I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over
there.” 5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the
word of the LORD, 6 and he buried him in the valley in the land of Moab opposite Beth-peor;
but no one knows the place of his burial to this day. 7 Moses was 120 years old when he
died. His eye was undimmed, and his vigor unabated. 8 And the people of Israel wept for

Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping and mourning for Moses
were ended.
9

And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on

him. So the people of Israel obeyed him and did as the LORD had commanded Moses. 10 And
there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to
face, 11 none like him for all the signs and the wonders that the LORD sent him to do in the
land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, 12 and for all the mighty
power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.
Jude 1:9—But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was
disputing about the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a
blasphemous judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.”

Joshua 1
After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua the son of Nun,
Moses' assistant, 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you
and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. 3 Every
place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to
Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates,
all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your
territory. 5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was
with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and
courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to
give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the
law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the
left, that you may have good success wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not
depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be

careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way
prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong
and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is
with you wherever you go.”

10

And Joshua commanded the officers of the people, 11 “Pass through the midst of the camp

and command the people, ‘Prepare your provisions, for within three days you are to pass over
this Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving you to
possess.’”

12

And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh Joshua

said, 13 “Remember the word that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying,
‘The LORD your God is providing you a place of rest and will give you this land.’ 14 Your wives,
your little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land that Moses gave you beyond the
Jordan, but all the men of valor among you shall pass over armed before your brothers and
shall help them, 15 until the LORD gives rest to your brothers as he has to you, and they also
take possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving them. Then you shall return to the
land of your possession and shall possess it, the land that Moses the servant of the LORD gave
you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.”

16

And they answered Joshua, “All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever

you send us we will go. 17 Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you. Only
may the LORD your God be with you, as he was with Moses! 18 Whoever rebels against your
commandment and disobeys your words, whatever you command him, shall be put to
death. Only be strong and courageous.”

Joshua 3

Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from Shittim. And they came to the
Jordan, he and all the people of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. 2 At the end
of three days the officers went through the camp 3 and commanded the people, “As soon as
you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God being carried by the Levitical priests,
then you shall set out from your place and follow it. 4 Yet there shall be a distance between
you and it, about 2,000 cubits in length. Do not come near it, in order that you may know the
way you shall go, for you have not passed this way before.” 5 Then Joshua said to the
people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you.” 6 And
Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on before the people.” So
they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people.
7

The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may

know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 8 And as for you, command the priests
who bear the ark of the covenant, ‘When you come to the brink of the waters of the
Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.’” 9 And Joshua said to the people of Israel, “Come
here and listen to the words of the LORD your God.” 10 And Joshua said, “Here is how you shall
know that the living God is among you and that he will without fail drive out from before you
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the
Jebusites. 11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth[b] is passing over before
you into the Jordan. 12 Now therefore take twelve men from the tribes of Israel, from each
tribe a man. 13 And when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the LORD, the
Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be
cut off from flowing, and the waters coming down from above shall stand in one heap.”
14

So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests

bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, 15 and as soon as those bearing the ark had
come as far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink
of the water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest), 16 the
waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city
that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea,

were completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. 17 Now the priests
bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the
Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over
the Jordan.

Joshua 4
When all the nation had finished passing over the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, 2 “Take
twelve men from the people, from each tribe a man, 3 and command them, saying,
‘Take twelve stones from here out of the midst of the Jordan, from the very place where the
priests' feet stood firmly, and bring them over with you and lay them down in the place where
you lodge tonight.’” 4 Then Joshua called the twelve men from the people of Israel, whom he
had appointed, a man from each tribe. 5 And Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the ark of
the LORD your God into the midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a stone upon his
shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, 6 that this may be a sign
among you. When your children ask in time to come, ‘What do those stones mean to
you?’ 7 then you shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the
covenant of the LORD. When it passed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off.
So these stones shall be to the people of Israel a memorial forever.”
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And the people of Israel did just as Joshua commanded and took up twelve stones out of the

midst of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, just as
the LORD told Joshua. And they carried them over with them to the place where they lodged
and laid them down there. 9 And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the
place where the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the covenant had stood; and they are
there to this day. 10 For the priests bearing the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan until
everything was finished that the LORD commanded Joshua to tell the people, according to all
that Moses had commanded Joshua.
The people passed over in haste. 11 And when all the people had finished passing over, the ark
of the LORD and the priests passed over before the people. 12 The sons of Reuben and the sons

of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh passed over armed before the people of Israel, as
Moses had told them. 13 About 40,000 ready for war passed over before the LORD for battle, to
the plains of Jericho. 14 On that day the LORD exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and they
stood in awe of him just as they had stood in awe of Moses, all the days of his life.
15

And the LORD said to Joshua, 16 “Command the priests bearing the ark of the testimony to

come up out of the Jordan.” 17 So Joshua commanded the priests, “Come up out of the
Jordan.” 18 And when the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD came up from the
midst of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up on dry ground, the waters
of the Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all its banks, as before.
19

The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they

encamped at Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. 20 And those twelve stones, which they took
out of the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21 And he said to the people of Israel, “When your
children ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22 then you shall let
your children know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 For the LORD your God
dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, as the LORD your God did to
the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we passed over, 24 so that all the peoples of the
earth may know that the hand of the LORD is mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God
forever.”[

1. The transition from Moses to Joshua
2. Moses didn’t enter Promised Land, but consider the uniqueness
of his ministry and how God blessed him.

3. Messianic prophecy in Moses’ words
4. Built-in Remembrance: reading of law, memorial stones (cf.
Passover and other elements of ceremonial law)
5. Be strong and courageous
6. Joshua and Israel go forward in the same way they had in the
past…new leadership, same LORD.

